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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINES TO SEND AMBASSADOR TO HANOI, REDUCE REPRESENTA- 
TION IN VIENTIANE TO LEVEL OF CHARGE D'AFFAIRES 

REF 76 VIENTIANE 2808 

1 . PHILIPPINES MINISTER COUNSELOR CRISTETA FERIA TOLD 
EMBOFF FEBRUARY 20 THAT THE PHILIPPINES WOULD SEND AN 
AMBASSADOR TO THE SRV SOON AFTER THE FEBRUARY 24 ASEAN 
FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING. FERIA SAID THAT ONCE A 
FILIPINO EMBASSY WAS ESTABLISHED IN HANOI, FILIPINO 
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION IN VIENTIANE WOULD BE 
REDUCED TO THE LEVEL OF CHARGE. 

2. FERIA SAID THAT HANOI HAD INFORMED MANILA EARLIER 
THAT OFFICES AND LODGINGS WERE AVAILABLE FOR FILIPINO 
EMBASSY, BUT THAT THE FILIPINOS WERE IN NO HURRY TO 
OPEN ONE. SHE SAID THAT MANILA WAS AWAITING THE REPORT 
OF A FILIPINO TRADE MISSION WHICH RECENTLY RETURNED 
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FROM THE SRV, AS WELL AS FOR THE ASEAN MEETING, BEFORE 
ESTABLISHING THEIR HANOI EMBASSY. 

3. FERIA SAID THAT THE FILIPINO AMBASSADORS TO THAI- 
LAND AND LAOS WERE BOTH BEING CONSIDERED AS CANDIDATES 
FOR THE NEW AMBASSADORIAL POST IN HANOI. 
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